Characteristics of infantile cases of congenital dilatation of the bile duct.
This study was performed to clarify whether infants with congenital dilatation of the bile duct (CDBD) have any specific characteristics in comparison with older children. Of 153 cases with CDBD treated at our institution between 1959 and 1997, 34 (22.2%) were infants less than 1 year of age. The control group consisted of 46 children between 1 and 4 years of age. Symptoms, laboratory data, and histological findings were compared between these two groups. As the initial symptoms, abdominal pain was not present in infantile cases, with a significant difference from the older children, and a significantly higher incidence of abdominal mass and acholic stools was noted in infantile cases. Laboratory data of serum aspartate transaminase and amylase level and amylase concentration in the bile of the common bile duct were significantly lower in the infant group than in the older children. The ratio of morphological type of cystic to cylindrical dilatation was 33 to 1 in infants with a significant difference from the control group. Infantile cases of CDBD, which mostly have cystic type dilatation, in contrast to older children, are likely to present with abdominal mass. Pancreatitis with abdominal pain related to reflux of pancreatic juice into the biliary duct appears to be uncommon in infantile cases.